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My dear Faculty, Students, Staff and beloved citizens of India, 

I take this wonderful occasion to wish you all a very Happy Independence Day!! My heartiest greetings 

to you all on this glorious moment of 70th anniversary of our Independence.  

The word “Independence” transcends to an unbelievable world of nostalgic memories to all the beloved 

citizens of the nation who cares and loves their motherland.  The moment when an entire nation breaks 

free from the shackles of foreign rule and breathes the free wind, is nothing but a flash of sheer magic 

and joy. It will be difficult to feel the emotions and sentiments that were flooding in the heart of millions 

of Indian on that momentous day, more than a six decade ago. It is even harder to recognize the 

sacrifices that were made to attain the freedom for us. But the chronicles of the heroic struggles of our 

freedom fighters which I inherited from our history through grandparents and teachers make my heart 

tremble, even today. Let us all offer our highest regard to all the great souls who laid their lives in the 

freedom struggle and enable us to build a nation of their dream. We must remember them with 

gratefulness and gratitude. 

India is a great nation and we all are proud to be a citizen of a country who teaches the world the spirit 

of ahimsa (‘Ahimsa Paramo Dharma’), the power of ‘Shunya’ (zero), the ethics of ‘Veda’, the ethos of 

deepest wisdom, the soul of democracy, the essence of brotherhood, the history of tradition and the 

legends of humanity.  

Mark Twain once commented in his distinctive satirical note which I quote: India is the cradle of the 

human race, the birthplace of human speech, the mother of history, the grandmother of legend, and the 

great grandmother of tradition. Our most valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man 

are treasured up in India only. I unquote 

Over the last six decade our nation has got a phenomenal transformation; from agriculture to 

industrialization, from space research to sports, from science & technology to foreign policy, from micro 

small manufacturers to Foreign Direct Investments.  

Today we are the strongest growing economy of the world owing to the power of youth. As the rest of 

the world is growing older, India emerges with enormous youth power, probably the human resource 

hub of the world. We are the largest democracy in the world with diversity in every corner of its length 

and breadth which is hardly visible in any other piece of land. There are many obstacles in front of us, 

and a number of major failures, but our nation is persistently surging forward. The growth may not 

always be magical, but it is definite and stable. 
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Coming to our institute, I am sure; we are on a right track to achieve the long term vision of the 

institute. NIT Silchar is also surging ahead with lot of potentiality and become visible in the context of 

technical education and innovation in the country.  With the support and cooperation from MHRD, NIT 

Silchar is able to create some of the best infrastructures required for standard technical education. Most 

of our programs are NBA accredited and peer review of all programs was successfully completed. The 

number of post graduate programs has been augmented and the strength of research scholars are also 

increased over the last couple of years. We put our best foot forward to all possible collaborative works 

with reputed academic institutes and industries across the world. We have signed more than 18 MoUs 

with industries and reputed academic institutes within and outside the country. A good number of 

experts from the best institute in the world are visiting the campus to upgrade our scholars with recent 

trends in science and engineering. We have established Supercomputing Centre, Solar Radiation Centre, 

Start Up Centre to facilitate research and entrepreneurship along with other well established 

departmental laboratories. We are installing 1MW solar power plant inside the campus. With the kind of 

buzzing R&D activities and funded projects, we have created a wonderful intellectual space for all the 

faculty members, research scholars to engage them in interdisciplinary research. I must thank all the 

faculty and staff members for their persistent support in administration which helps us to build a good 

system of governance. The contribution from all the faculty members is well appreciated. Finally, the 

greatest strength of any institute is its enormous power of students who not only excel in their own life 

but also contribute to the society through one form or the other. I am glad that our students are very 

sincere and excellent.  

Standing on this juncture of time, we all must wake up and take the call to build a happy nation. It is our 

responsibility to enable the nation to avoid the pitfalls of intolerance, hostility, misrepresentation and 

fearfulness and provide the citizens, especially the illiterate, poor and oppressed, with right education, 

empowerment and quality of life. Being in the fortunate category of society, our responsibilities are 

even greater. We must perform and deliver it back to the society for an inclusive growth.  

On this auspicious day, I appeal to all the stakeholders of the institute to put their best efforts in taking 

NITS to a greater height and serve the nation. Let us harmonize our voice and sing: 

“Kadam kadam badhaye jaa, khushee ke git gaye jaa// Yeh jindagee hain kaum kee, too kaum pe lutaye 

jaa”. 

Jai Hind 

 

Prof. N V Deshpande 
Director, NITS         15th August, 2016 


